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Ms. Thoms

Rumination Paper

· Pull a significant quotation from The Things They Carried – 1-3 consecutive lines.  These should be lines which resonate for you in some way, lines which ring true.  They may remind you of something, or they may attract you because of the newness of the idea they present.  In any case, they should be lines you want to think about.  O’Brien’s language is made for this.  
Note page number.  This quotation will be the place from which you’ll anchor your thoughts.

· Analysis: explain the lines’ importance in the context of the book.  What is their context (what does a reader need to be reminded of to make the quote make sense)?  How do they relate to O’Brien’s themes?  This is the section which is most like a standard thesis essay, but in the best possible way.  Be sure to provide brief context (but not plot summary – we’ve all read the book).  Remember to write about events in the book in present tense.  
Really say something interesting about these lines.  Analyze them.  Interrogate them.  Make your reader understand why they fascinate you and what meaning you find in them.  You may begin the paper with the quote at the top of the page, or write into it with context.  In either case, you do not need a standard introduction paragraph.  Skip it and get straight to the good stuff.
· Ruminate, think, respond personally to the lines you have chosen.  Take some time with them.  What connection can you find to these lines in your own experience?  As you turn them over in your mind, what changes?  What questions arise for you?  What connections emerge?  Take O’Brien as your model, and feel free to move into story-truth here.  

· Finally, return to the book, smoothly re-connecting to it in your last paragraph and deepening your original analysis.  Your rumination should bring you new insight into your analysis of the quote, and the themes in the book as a whole that the quote raises.  At the end of this paper, which will be the best thing you have ever written, both you and your reader should feel enlightened, as if you have come through a journey together and now truly understand something you did not before.
Your rumination paper should be about 2 pages long, typed, double-spaced, and proofread for spelling, grammar, and consistency of tense.  

Due Dates:

Choice of quote due for pre-writing: Tuesday, Nov. 27
Three copies of draft for workshopping due: Wednesday, Nov. 28
Final draft due: Monday, Dec. 3
