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Ms. Thoms

Writers’ Workshop: The Final Project

The end of the semester nears.  You have a writing notebook full of exercises, scraps, images, characters, ideas.  Now it’s time to go back into your raw material and see what’s there, as we begin to look at building conflict and character in the longer short story, play round with story form, including a little speculative fiction, and work towards our final project.  Dig back into your exercises for lines, tone, plot, and characters.  Take a look at what you’ve already been working on.

You will keep the same workshop group for your last three workshops.  In choosing these groups, I will take your preferences into consideration.
Some dates to note:

2-3 pages of short short stories due for workshop Monday, Dec. 10
2-3 pages of short shorts due Monday, Dec. 17
Longer story workshop Thursday, Dec. 20
Final workshop for portfolio pages Friday, Jan. 4
Your final project will be due Monday, January 7.
Your final project will be in the form of a small writing portfolio, and will include:

1) 4-5 pages of new or significantly revised short fiction.  This can be:

a) A major revision and expansion of a short short story.

b) A new longer short story (3-5 pages or so).

c) New short short stories.

d) Some combination of the above.

2) At least three of your favorite pieces of the writing you have turned in to me this semester (college essays, grotesque sketches, credos, rumination papers, and short shorts).  While you must include at least three pieces in addition to the 4-5 pages described above, you are of course welcome to include more.  You are free to revise these pieces to any extent you choose.  Page limits no longer apply here.
3) A written reflection on your work over the course of the semester – what do you notice now as you look back over your writing?  What have you learned?  Why did you choose each of the pieces you are including in your portfolio?  What choices did you make as you revised your work, and why?  This reflection must be at least one full page long.

4) A Table of Contents, with page numbers.

5) Your portfolio must be bound – do not hand me a pile of stapled or paper-clipped sheets.  Please be artistic and creative in your binding!  

You are welcome to add other things to your portfolio in addition to these requirements: the work of classmates, friends, and published authors, photos or drawings, etc.  The finished product should be something you are proud of, something you will want to keep. 

Starting on January 7, you will present your portfolio to the class and read an excerpt from it aloud.  I will grade and comment on your portfolios in the order in which you present them to the class.  
On portfolios: 
Go all out with your portfolio.  Make it something that you’ll ache to get back.  Make it meaningful.  Save it.  Read it over and over.  Feel completely satisfied. – Amy Crehore

Really, this is a chance to be very creative.  The more awesome you make it, the more praise you’ll get.  Don’t do it the day before it’s due. – Andrew Leong

This is the chance for the ultimate creativity….Let your personality loose and place it upon your portfolio. – Della Chen

Best part of the whole course: portfolios.  Work hard on them.  It’s a creation of your own. – Nicole Wat

If you’re not the person who really enjoys your writing, portfolios will be the scariest thing ever.  You compare yourself to others and think your writing is inferior.  However, once you start working on it you will realize how fun it is.  You will see your growth as a writer.  You will feel a sense of accomplishment and you will feel proud of your product on Sharing Day.  – Grace Lin

Don’t do it the night before.  It takes longer that you expect.  Seriously.  – James Dennin

Portfolios are this: valuable enough to fail a science test over, and then beautiful enough to read in that science class the next day. – Jack Fleming

It’s a beautiful collection of everything great about you.  What’s not to love? – Khatiya Chelidze

Portfolios.  Make them pretty.  Be kind of obnoxious about your awesome portfolio. – Caralynn Lippo
